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Is Our Treaty With China in Peril ?

It has hitherto been taken for granted
that we would remain impassive specta-
tors if the threatened war between
Japan and Russia should take place.
The assumption has been based on the
belief that we should have no reason
for siding with either combatant, inas-
much as our national interest in the
Far East is limited to the acquisition
of commercial privileges. In Japan we
already possess all the rights of a “most
favored nation,” and, by the treaty
ratified the other day by the Senate,
we supposed that we had secured the
ooncessions needed for the develop-
ment of our trade with the Middle
Kingdom.

That treaty not only opens to us two
additional ports, namely, Mukden and
Antung, both of which are rituated in
Manchuria, but binds the Pekin Gove

ernment to carry out an extensive
plan of fiscal reform which will
level the existing barriers to traftic

with the interior. China agreed to abol-
ish the likin, or inland transit dues,
which augment so materially the cus-
toms duties payable at ports of entry
a8 to constitute an insuperable obstacle
to the transportation of merchandise to
a remote inland province like Szechuen.
The Chinese promired by the treaty that
for the likin should he substituted n
surtax of 74, per eent. ad rvalorem, which
should be paid at the port of entry in
addition to the regular customs duty.
Thus, by a single moderate payment,
the importer of American goods would
be able to deliver them at any point in
the Middle Kingdom, no matter how
distant from the coast,

This convention, the importance of
which to our commercial interests is
obvious, was not to become operative
until after an interchange of ratifica-
tions; and it now appeurs that the Pekin
authorities are indisposed to ratify the
treaty. This change of attitude |is
attributed to the influence of Russia,
exerted either directly through her
Minister at Pekin, or indirectly through
representatives of France or Germany,

Should it be proved to the satisfaction !
|

of our State Department that Russia,
after breaking the promise given to us
in writing that she would begin the
evacuation of Manchuria on Oct, 8 of
the current year, is trying to prevent

~~—-—R-front- obtaining concessions of vital

moment to our trade with the Far East,
we should have to ask ourselves very
seriously whether our national interests
would permit us to remain nentral in
the event of a contest between Russia
and Japan.

It should be remembered that
throughout the negotiations that bore
fruit in our commercial treaty with
China, and throughout our attempts to
bring about a gspeedy evacuation of
Manchuria, the Japanese have been
our consistent and zealous coadjutors.
Their influence at Pekin, which is cecond
only to that of Russia, has been cast
uniformly on our side, Nothing in the
future is more certain than that, if in
the conflict which many helieve to be
at hand Japan should be victorious,
not only would our merchandise have
free and immediate access to all parts
of Manchuria, but our commercial
treaty with Chinawould be forthwith rati-
fied, and the abolition of the likin would
throw open the whole of the last-named
country. On the other hand, it is most
improbable that, should Russia prove
the victor, the obstruction she already
offers t, our trade with the Middle
Kingdom would be relaxed instead of
being aggravated.

We have no intention of renouncing
the commercial privileges embodied
in the Chinese treaty, and when common
sense in other quarters recognizes that
fact we shall hear no more of underhand
opposition to our reasonable demand
for a prompt ratification of China's
agreement with this rounlry‘

New Men,

In a sort of interstate survey of «un-
dry Democratic Presidential and Vice-
Presidential porsibilities our ncighbor
the Times brings into the limelight of
celebrity some heretofore unrecognized
statesmen.

There is, for instance, “Governor
CHARLES BRANLEY of North Carolina,”
who is thus described: “If the Demo-
cratic party should decide to take its
candidate for the Presidency next year
from a Southern Democratic State, the
party in North Carolina would unani-
mously present the name of Governor
(HARLES BRANLEY.”

In lowa thero is MARTIN J. WADE,
whose political career has been brief,
for he is roferred to as “entering politics
in 1002,” when he defeated “WiLLiaM
HurFrFMAN, the Republican nominee in
the Second di=tvict, by a majority of
about 1,100,

Colorado, too, has a candidate, for
“if the convention in it: wislom should
conclude that it was advisable to have a
man from the Rocky iiountain section,
the belief of the Colorado Democrats is
that no better selection could be made
than CHARLES J. HUGHES."

Louisiana presents to notice “JouN H.
KigByY, the Texas lumber king," on the
ground that the South should have its
industries represented on the national
ticket. :

Oregon has GEORGE FARLE CHAMBER-
LAIN, “who comes from a long line of
capable, scholarly and influential ane
cestors.”

Arkansas has Judge U. M. ROSE, of

(

l

whom it is reported that he “recently
celebratec kis golden wedding.”

Idaho offers Senator FREp T. DuBo1S,
and Illinois BENJAMIN F. CALDWELL,
JAMES H. FCKELS, ELMORE HEARST and
JAMES R. WILLIAMS, the latter a fast
favorite, who will be “voted for by the
delegates from that State.”

Montana, which is unreasonably rep-
resented as claiming the nomination for
the Presidency, has only one eligible, and
the Times reports that “if Senator CLARK
declined to permit the use of his name
for the Presidency, the Montana Demo-
crats would be all at sea.”

The Democratic national committee,
when it meets in Washington on Jan, 12
to fix the time for holding the Demo-
cratic national convention, might do
well to take care lest some one of these
candidates be nominated for the Presi-
dency by popular demand before the
formalities for the holding of the con-
vention can be arranged.

.

The New York Tenement House.

The first report of the Tenement House
Department, recently submitted to the
Mavor, deals with a wide range of sub-
jects never before treated comprehen-~
sively in any public document issued by
the city. It is now in the hands of the
printer and will be published in two vol-
umes about the middle of next month.
J'he department has been in existence
since Jan. 1, 1902. It was created by
the revised city Charter adopted by the
Legislature in the preceding vear. The
revised Charter, for the first time, united

|
|
|
|

under one responsibility the duties in
respect to the enforcement of the tene-
ment house law formerly distributed
among the Health, Fire, Police and
Building departments, The new de-
partment was also intrusted with the
administration of various other laws and
ordinances affecting the tenement popu-
lation and received the more important
of the functions that had belonged to
the old Bureau of Municipal Statistics.
To avoid possivte contlict of authority,
the Building Department was reduced
to a bureau under the jurisdiction of the
Tenement House Commissioner. The
new Tenement House Department was
charged with the administration not
only of the tenement house law, but of
all laws gelating to the construction and
alteration of buildings of whatever kind.
It was empowered to make sanitary
inspections in tenements, to keep fire-
escapes free of incumbrances, to sup-
press prostitution in tenements, and to
keep a record of deaths, of sickness and
of arrests among the tenement popula-
tion. Owners of tenements were re-
quired to register their names with the
department, to which weekly statements
were also to be submitted by the police
and by all dispensaries, hospitals and
charities in the city. The statistical
work was deemed of so great importance

vided into a building bureau, an inspec-
ticn bureau and a bureau of records.

The aim in creating the department
was, on the one hand, to furnish an
effective means of enforcing the laws
designed to secure wholesome housing
conditions in tenements, and on the other
hand, to collect material that would tend
to disclose the influence of housing en-
vironments on the health, the morals
and the economic welfare of the tenement
population. Until the forthcoming re-
port is published information concern-
ing what may be called the social effects
of recent housing reform must remain
limited and fragmentary. The economic
effect, in so far as it relates to the pro-
duction of housing and the movement of
rents, may, however, be studied from
fairly complete data alr eady in the pos-
session of the public,

The present tenement house law went

before the Tenement House Department
was created. Its chief points of differ-
ence from the preceding law were that
it reduced the maximum height of non-
fireproof tenements thereafter erected
from eight stories to six; that it provided
for at least one window giving on a street,
a vard, or an open court in every living
room; that it completely separated all
living apartments
the halls and interior shafts by fireproof
construction, including self-closing fire-
proof doors; that it provided for a sepa-
rate water closet in each apartment; that
it made landlords responsible for the
cleanliness of their premises; that it made
them liable for failure to digpossess
prostitutes, and that it compelled owners
to register with the department, so that a
prompt campliance with the law might
be enforced. The new law abolished
the typical dumbbell tenement contain-
ing dark interior rooms and called for
important structural changes in old
houses with a view to letting in light
and air.

In ordinary language, a tenement is
a multiple dwelling which has neither
passenger elevator service nor separate
toilets and buaths in each apartmerit; a
flat has separate toilets and baths, but
no elevator service, and an apartment
house combines all these conveniences.
The tenement h makes no dis-
tinction between apartment, flat and
tenement houses. They are all tene-
ments in the language of the law and
fall under the same provisions in regard
to construction, The new law made it
obligatory to have a toilet in each apart-
ment.  As space has to be set aside for
this purpose anyway, builders have
found that the extra cost of putting in
baths is inconsiderable. Few houses,
consequently, are erected now without
private baths. The tencont proper
has been practically abol. d, leaving
two grades of multiple dwellings, the
flat and the apartment house. The
latter was especially affectad by a pro-
vision in the new law relating to fire-
proof construction, Previously fireproof
apartment houses could be erected to
a height of 150 feet on streets more
than 79 feet wide, and to a height of 125
feet on streets of less than that width,
Under the present law the height of no
apartment house may exceed by more
than one-half the width of the street
upon which it stands. Thus, the maxi-
mum elevation permitted on the ordinary
60-foot street is 90 feet, as against 125
formerly.

The new law, it will be seen, made a

» law

substantial reduction in the amount of

that a epecial bureau was provided to |
carry it on, the department being di-

into eflect in April, 1001, nine months |

from the basement, |

rentable dwelling space obtainable on a
given area of, land. The inevitable re-
sult was to discourage building until
the average rent in legal tenements rose
to a point where the new houses began
to yield the speculative builder his cus-
tomary profits, the selling value of new
buildings depending, of course, on their
net rental income. The decline of build-
ing operations under the new law was
very marked. The total estimated cost
of the apartments, flats and tenements
for ahich plans were filed in Manhattan
in 1899 was $52,305,000, in 1900 $22,831,000,
and in 1901 $30,820,000. The annual aver-
age from 1886 to 1001, inclusive, was
$20,512, In 1902, the year after the
new law went into effect the amount was
only $15,252,000.

The influence of the law on rents was
profound and far reaching. Capital em-
ployed in the building industry was
largely turned aside from tenement con-
struction to enterprises possible under
the building code—to the erection of
apartment hotels, expensive private
dwellings and business buildings. Ow-
ing to the change in the direction of em-
ployment of speculatve capital, rents rose
generally in apartments, flats and tene-
ments and fell quite as generally jn
apartment hotels and expensive private
residences. Rents in middle grade
dwellings, which have virtually ceased
to be built sgince apartments were in-
troduced on a large scale, went up as
competition from the latter diminished.
The contraction in the building of legal
tenements took place at a time when
money was plentiful and the cost of build-
ing materials and labor was less than it
is now. At the present time, rents hav-
ing risen, the production of legal tene-
ments is increasing in the face of dear
money and excessive cost of construc-
tion. The plans filed in Manhattan dur-
ing the past eleven months call for
an estimated expenditure of $24,276,000,
as agairfat $15,252,000 during the whole
of 1902. The figure for these eleven
months includes a certain proportion of
plans that will not be built from,and is
| probably above rather than below what
the revised total for the whole year
will be,

Why Amend the Medal of Honor?

This is a very singular bill. It is for-
warded from the War Department to
Congress with the strong recommenda-
tion that it be inserted in the Sundry
Civil bill:

“That the President of the Unlted States be, and
I8 hereby authorized to cause 3,000 'medals of
honor’' to be prepared with sultable emblematic
! devices upon the same or Improved designs, as
{ heretofore issued, and to direct that the same be

presented, in the name of Congress, to such officers,
| mon-commissioned officers and privates, or to thoss
who formerly served as such, as have most dis
tingulshed themselves by thelr gallantry In actlon
and other soldleriike qualities, and also to replace
| by such medals those that have already been issued
under the joint resolutlon of Congress approved
July 12, 1862, and Section 6 of the Act of Congress,
| approved March 8, 1563; and the sum of $12,000, or
80 much of thereof as Is necessary, Is hereby ap-
propriated to defray the expenses of the same.”

The peculiarity of the measure is in
the four words italicized.

Here is apparently a proposition to
issue new four-dollar medals of honor,
for gallantry in action and other soldier-
like qualities, and to replace with the same
| the medals of honor already issued for
gallantry in action alone.

For the new medals of honor the hold-
ers of the same will be expected, as it
appears, to exchange their old medals
of honor, issued to them under the au-
thorization of the Act of March 3, 1863,

thus described:

“Such officers, non-commlissioned ofcers and
privates as have most distingulshed or who may
’ hereafter most distingulsh themselves (n action. ™

The measure now strongly recom-
mended by the War Department adds
the words “and other soldierly qualities”
to the previous requirement of distin-
guished gallantry “in action.”

Would the effect be to legalize and ren-
der legitimate a new medal of honor for
Gen. LEONARD WooD in place of that be-
stowed upon him in 18988, not for distin-
guished gallantry “in action,” but for
| “other soldierlike qualities” exhibited

{ by him in the Geronimo campaign at a
 time when, in the language of Secretary
! ALGER'S order awarding the medal, he
was “constantly expecting an encounter”
which did not occur?

Maine Farmers and Game Laws,

The mighty hunters who pay for a
sportsman's license to hunt the deer
among the Dirigos are limited in their
execution by the law and by their ex-
citement under fire. The hunters are
many, but the hunted thrive. The
| town of China is only twenty miles north-
east of JOE MANLEY'S capital, yet a
China farmer, SANFORD CLARK, told the
Pine Cone Union Grange the other day
that of 600 apple trees set out by his son
[ two years ago, the deer had spciled
| forty-eight and hurt a lot of others. They
eat off the tops, break the branches,
chew the bark. Mr. CLARK complained
to the Game Commissioner, who offered

being a growing crop, there is no legal
compensation for the destruction of
them by deer. The Commissioner play-
fully told the agerieved farmer that he
might shoot at the trespassers if he was
careful not to hit any of them.
Partridges also bother the China man,
Last year they strinped the buds from
.about all the trees of an apple orchard
of his. He was allowed to shoot at the
birds, and did bag thirty of them; but
! they were too many ifor him. He esti-
!' mates that they made him lose fifty bar-
[

rels of apples, worth $3.50 to $4 a barre],

Dark forebodings, gloomy as the old
tune of “China,” 1ise in Mr. SANFORD
CLARK'S mind:

“What are we coming to In Malne? Already we
are in about the condition that they are in Ireland,
where a rabbit Is worth more than a man's life,
Unless our people rise and put a stop to this out-
rageous condition of affairs, farming will soon be-
come a dead Industry In Malne and city sportsmen
will relgn suprame.

“Again, look at that log cabin that Is to represent
us at St. Louls. But very few of our people ever
saw & 10g cabin. It Is simply to represeat our
State as a game preserve, In the old days of the
Norman conquest in England the conquerors fre-
quently drove the natives from whole countles In
order 1o turn them Into game preserves. They
killed men to make room for deer. We have started )

which provided for medals for heroes .

him $10, which was refused. Trees not !

n the same direction here, and we are travelling
that road very fast. Qur game laws will not stop
bere.”

The deer or farming must “go.” - That
is what Mr. CLARK and a number of
grangers believe, and they have decided
that the game laws must “go.” If the
farmers are united, these laws will be
repealed or altered. Probably more
liberal provisions. for damages done by
game would be satisfactory to the farm-
ers; and the sportsmen would not be in
a porition to object. The license fee
can be raised, if necessary.

It is difficult not to agree with Farmer
CLARK that a log cabin as the represen-
tative at St. Louis of Maine architecture
and civilization is absurd.

¢ Co-Eds '’ and' Love Stories.

The age of fable still exists in the
gacred closes of the Chicago University
and the Northwestern University. Myths
and myth-makers abound there; and it
is sad to detect at times among the West-
ern brethren a purpose to bite the credu-
lity of the ingenuous East, 8till, it is
constitutional comity to give full faith
and credit to esteemed Chicago con-
temporaries; and there is no look of
rouge upon the face of their newest
story of the marvels of the “co-ed” world
at Northwestern. If that tale be true,
the young women editors of a college
periodical have bulldozed their conserva-
tive but helpless trousered colleagues,
and tabooed love stories.

The girls have highly resolved that
no sentimental rubbish shall litter up
their magazine. They have no patience
with the eternal strumming of the love-
lorn lyre. What does Cupip with his
bow and arrows in these days of high
explosives? “This cruel Love is sorrow
in all lands”; and a weariness in short
stories. Other and higher themes in-
vite the pen of the “co-ed.” Municipal
reform, domestic and culinary art, star-
eyed science, the all-enfolding arms of
sociology—a whole twentieth century
practical universe is to be seriously re-
garded by those young contributors.
“The men,” they say scornfully, “are
such sentimentalists.”

We look hopefully for new discoveries,
new methods and motives, improved
machinery, the discarding of the old
creaking wheels of the love-motive.
The glad New Year “gives the glad hand”
to these wise young maids, these found-
ers of a literary or scientific epoch. In
short, love is “playved out.” Be business-

away the toys of fancy.
way of psychology, some little study of
the otherwise banished topic may be
permitted in those earnest pages. No
more but so.

i ¢il, and she will come back again. The
young women of Northwestern may set
up their No Trespassing boards and

onslaught shows a pleasing dread rather
than aversion. However strict the regu-
lations of that editorial council,
“Ah, who shall keep them from overspelling
That sweet, forbldden, forgotten lore?”
These solemn renunciations make the
cynical look for an early crop of engage-
ment rings.

The expenditures of the United States
for the fiacal year which ended June 30,
1903, are thus tabulated by the Secretary
of the Treasury:

Civil and miscellaneous . 9124 044,250.74

WAL S 4asanisis paisianind siosn saismdisnesniasdvel $181038,820:10
NaVY. oooiane B2,018,034.18
Indlans.....coovenerseniorecriancinere  12,085168.08
! Penslons. ...eooveresosnrsssassoneionies 138,425,046.07
Interest.. ... ...00 28,550,344 .82
Postal Service. .. 134,224, 443.24

Total .. ORI $040,323 150.28

The payments for pensions continue to
be the greatest xingle expense of the Govern-
i ment. Pensions cost about fifty-six millions
more than the navy, about twenty millions
more than the army, about as much as the
postal service, after adding the deficiency
in postal revenue to the $134,000,000.

Nobody can say truly that the United
States is not generous to the men who fight
for it.

The usual measure of thesuccessof an“in-

contribute. The Omaha and the New Or-
leans expositions were distinctively na-
tional. The Charleston Exposition in-
cluded only the West Indies, outside of
the United States, The Buffalo Exposition
was “Pan-American” and limited to the
exhibits of North, South and Central Amer-
ica. There will have been no international
exposition in this country since that in
Chicago in 1803 when the St. Louis expo-
sition opens in 1904. Thisis how theappro-
priations already made by foreign nations

Chicago $733,000, St. Louis
000; Russia, Chicago $31,000, St.
$300,000; Mexico, Chicago $50,000, St.
Louis $250,000; Belgium, Chicago $58,000,
St. Louis $100,000; Italy, Chicago $50,000, St.
Louis $100,000; Ceylon, Chicago $65,000,
St. Louis $80,000; Cuba, Chicago $25,000, St.

i St. Louis $50,000.

The countries which have nu yet defi-
nitely announced the appropration for their
exhibits are Denmark, Holland, Greece,
Switzerlant and Turkey. It is observable
that among European nations Russia shows
a large increase. Japan, Brazil, Austro-
Hungary, Canada and Chile make the same
appropriations as a decade ago. Japan has
approprinted $600,000, Brazil $600,000, China
$400,000, India $105,000 and Canada $106,0600.

A Question in Legal Ethics,

To TRE EDITOR oy THE SUN—-Sir: A young
writer of my acqualntance, who Is also a lawyer,
had a short story publisned in a recent number of
a well known magazine about a lawyer who ad-
vertlsed. ‘I'he story relates In a general way to
the advantages of the corporate leglslation of a
certaln State. The lawyer-author recelved from
a Callfornla lumber tirm, who had procured hls
address from the magazine, a letter stating that
the Westerners had read the story, were anxlous
to form a corporation of some magnitude, and pre
ferred to organize (n a State which was llberal to
corporations. They requested of the author the

story, and also asked to be referred to some good
lawyer who could organizc th Ir corporation In the
State he named. The author says that he repiled
that the State was New Jersey, and modestly re
ferred the lumbermen to himself as the indlvidual
who was best qualified to do the incorporating of
the projected company. He 18 now puzzled to
know whether he has overstepped the bounds of
professional ethics, and whether he is an attorney
who adverused, as did his hero In the story. He
says that he expécts a retalner In a day or two.
Noes he owe the magazine regular advertising
rates at 3600 a page? If he does, he's bankrupt.
New YORK. Dec. 26. LAYMAN.

compare with those of 1803: Germany, Chi- |
cago $690,000, St. Louis $1,000,000; France, |
England. Chicago $260,000, St. I 8!.0(:).((:1'0; ! advocated with the idea of making the cus-

ngland, AR A , ot. Louis $700,- !

Louis |

|
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TARIFF INCREASE IN CUBA.

HavanNa, Dec. 23.—News telegrams re-
ceived in Havana indicate a disposition in
some quarters of the United States to oriti-
cise Cuba’s proposed revision of her tariff
rates and to reflect upon her good faith in
doing so at this particular time.

Cuba's right to change the rates in her
tariff, in part or in whole, by increase or
by decrease, is in no way modified by the
establishment of reciprocal trade relations
with the United States. Any assumption
that because of the recently ratified treaty
Cuba ia either legally or morally bound to
continue her present rates is entirely with-
out warrant. The only point upon which
the United States can stand in the matter
ie that in any changes which may be made
American products shall enjoy the advan-
tage specified by the treaty. Cuba is no
more bound to maintain her present rates
than are the United States to continue their
present rates. In Cuba, as in the United
States, tariffs and tariff rates are matters
of national policy, subject to change at
any time. She has every right to regulate
her tariff to suit herself, subject only, dur-
ing the next five years, to the conditions
of the treaty recently executed.

The ground upon which the United States
rested in their agreement upon a reciprocity
treaty with Cuba was not one of simple
charity to a needy neighbor. While in the
beginning of the campaign for tariff con-
cessions, two years ago, much was said of
“moral obligation” to Cuba, that issue faded,
and it can hardly be gaid that the final de-
cigion by the American Congress was very
greatly affected by any form of altruism, or
that any ethical consideration was an im-
portant factor in the determination of the
question. The matter resolved iteelf into
a distinetly commercial proposition, and
the United States stood for a well defined
commercial equivalent, so far as such could
be arranged in advance on a basis of trade
probabilities,

In the adjustment of the preferential in
the Cuban rates, the United States, through
their agent and representative in Cuba, Gen.
Tasker H. Bliss, who was sent to Havana
for the special purpose, virtually dictated
their own terms, Gen. Bliss, for the Ameri-
can Government, contended that a 20 per
cent. reduction in Cuba's low average tariff
was not the equivalent of a 20 per cent. re-
duction in the American high average tariff.
Therefore, schedules were prepared pro-
viding for entry into Cuba of American
products at varying rates of 25, 30 and 40
per cent. reduction, according to a epecified
classification.

The special object of the United States
in making the treaty with Cuba was to ob-
tain and hold a larger share of Cuban trade
than that previously held. They want 80 per
cent., 100 per cent., of tha' trade, instead of
only a little more than 40 per cent. On

like, be scientific, be solemn; and throw | whatever portion of that additional trade
Still, in the |

the United States may obtain, as well as on
the present 42 per cent., there will be a loss
to Cuba's none too ample national revenue.
The more trade taken by the United States
from those who now hold it, the greater will
be the Cuban loss of revenue. It is at least

Yet, drive out Nature with a blue pen- { [, .jjje that Cuba's income may be af-

fected to the extent of two or three millions
of dollars. This Cuba cannot afford. Her
posgible compensation for such a reduction

make their magazine a joy to EDWARD | lies in two directions only, without a com-
ATKINSON, but all the ostentatious prep- | plete change in her entire fiscal system.
aration and defence against sentimental |

One of these is a large increase in importa-
tion; the other an increase in tariff rates on
the present volume of imports,

There is little probability of any marked
increase in imports under present circum-
stances. That could be effected only by
a measure of prosperity which would in-
crease her purchasing power, and that is
not at all likely to be perceptibly influenced

! by the operation of the reciprocity treaty.

Had the United States assured Cuba of a

" much more liberal preferential rate on her

. can market, the

sugar, capital would have been attracted
to the industry by the promise of ptofits;
laborers would have been attracted by the
certainty of paid employment, and the pur-
chasing power of the island would have
been materially increased. As the matter
stands, at present sugar prices in the Ameri-
20 per cent. preferential

' offers little inducement to investors in the
_Cuban industry, and no important exten-

sion of that indurtry seems at all probable.

| Notwith=tanding the hopes expressed by

some, largely tho=e of the political element,

many men of sound businesg judgment see |

! little reason to anticipate any very marked

increase in the total of Cuba's purchases as
a result of reciprocity with the United States

| upon a basis of a 20 per cent. advantage in
' the American tariff on raw sugar at present

sugar prices. A loss of revenue, large or
small, according to the volume of trade
with the United States, seems inevitable,
The alternative for the obtaining of neces-

| sary revenue lies in a general increase in

ternational exhibition” in the United States |
is the extent to which foreign Governments |

tariff rates, ’
The proposal to effect such an increase

| is not, as some have aseterted, a breach of

. whatever has attended it.

national good faith because of its appear-
ance at this particular juncture, The mat-
ter has been under general consideration
here for many months, and no secrecy
It has fre-
quently been commented on in the Cuban
press, has been discussed in Cuban official
circles, and it is much more than probable

' that the files of the State Department in

letters from Minister
reference, at least, is

Washington hold

Squiers in which

mace to the matter.
An increase in the Cuban tariff has been

toms revenue a basis for the proposed
national loan, and it has been advocated
for the purpo=e of effecting an increase in
the general revenue so that larger sums
would be available for general purposes,
It might almost be said that there has been

| notime gince the establishment of the Cuban

Louis $80,000, and Peru, Chicago $40,000, |

Republic when an increase in tariff rates
hasg not been more or less actively under
popular, if not official, consideration.
Cuba's present average rate is low, about
22 per cent. on total importation. That of
the United States is about 28 per cent. But
this is hardly a fair basis of comparison,
from the fact of esrential differences in the
requirements of the two countries, and be-
cause of the additional fact that 44 per cent.
of the total American imports are duty
free, thus reducing the average on dutiable
goods, while Cuba's free entries are only
about 25 per cent. of her total, Cuba's
rate ig low, and it is to her advantage to
have it as low a8 possible on the major por-
tion of her imports. Few of her products
pither call for or are open to protection,
but unless there is effected a complete
change in her present fiscal system, a tariff
which will provide an adequate revenue
is imperative if the United States continue

| to require that she spend 20 to 25 per

name of the State to which he had referred in his |

cent, of her income for sanitation, and ex-
pect her to use anot her 20 per cent. for
school purposes. Unless she can count
with assurance, as she certainly cannot at
present, upon an important increase in im-
ports, no other course seems open except
an increase in tariff by which there may he
offset the tariff reduction granted to the
United States

Cuba's political experience is by no means
free from dilemmas. Thur far her success
in administration is in large measure due
to the maintenance of what may be called
& passive attitude. In a way, she bas besa

and there can be no doubt that under the
circumstances, it has been the wiseet possi-
ble policy. But the time has come when a
policy of “masterly inactivity” will be no
longer the course of wisdom. She must
seize opportunities and make other oppor-
tunities. There is no reason whatever to
expect any retrogression or decadence in
her economic progress. But,on the other
hand, there is little encouragement to look
for any material advance beyond the point
now attained, until by reason of a greater
prospective profit in sugar growing, to-
bacco raising and fruit culture, capital is
brought here in abundance and the labor
supply I8 very materially augmented.

The labor supply is doubtless the most
serious problem with which Cuba is now
confronted. Her present population is
producing not far from its maximum possi-
bility. That fact has its bearing upon the
question of purchasing power. Without
an increase in the number of purchasers,
Cuba rees little probability of an in-
crease in her total of purchases. Needing
more laborers as she does, it would be en-
tirely wise for her to repeal the immigration
law which was issued by Gen. Wood a few
hours before he left the island, on May 20,
1002, and draught a new law to encourage
the influx of a desirable element while duly
barring out the undesirable.

Governmentally, a more aggressive course
is now little short of a necessity. Hitherto
Cuban administration has buven not much
more than a routine procees of receiving the
revenue which came from conditions little
or not at all influenced by official action,
and of expending the revenue with due wis-
dom and economy. It is now time that the
Cuban Government should take some active
steps toward the establishment of condi-
tions which would stimulate insular com-
merce and industry, A more aggressive
activity for the Cuban administration is
in order. It has dallied with the question
of the national loan, and the delay has led
to a measure of discontent and unrest.
If the Cuban Government does not speedily
bestir iteelf, it stands a strong chance of
being aroused in a fashion which would
be at least unpleasant. It is now dallying
with the tariff question. It is dallying with
the question of improving the national
credit by keeping faith with the holders of
its '98 bonds by paying the long overdue
interest on an acknowledged obligation.

Cuba's present serious mistake, an error
which is reacting upon her most important
interests, lies in a drifting, uncertain and
fortuitous policy regarding matters of
almost vital national importance. If she
deems it wise or necessary to effect a hori-
zontal increase in her tariff, or to increase
some items and decrease others, she has
every right and all power so to do. The
United States Government has no justifi-
able ground of complaint, except for a de-
lay which is injurious to trade conditions.
Those conditions being established, trade
will adjust iteelf to them, and the merchants
and manufacturers of the United States
will be protected in the advantage given
to them under the treaty.

Cuba's greatest need to-day is a realiza-
tion that she is no longer either a patient
or a convalescent. Her functions as a self-
governing nation are very much in need
of active exercise.

Our Farmers and the Lodge Bl

To THE EpITOR OF THE BUN-Sir: One
phase of the immigration restriction problem
which has bren practically ignored by Senator
Lodge and his associatesa who are urging
further legislation for the purpose of keeping
foreigners out of this country is the probable
effect of such legislation on our agricultural
interests.

The campatition of the farm products of
Canada, the Argentine Republic and other
countries is already felt by our farmers.
If new restriction laws in regard toimmigra-
tion are enacted the result will be to direct
the stream of emigrants to those countries,
with the result of creating additional com-
petition in these products.

If our farmers do not wish to help build
up foreign countries at the expense of our
own they should use their influence against
the Lodge bill and any similar measure.

WHIDDEN GRAMAM,

NeEw YoRk, Dec. 26.

The End of the Collins Transatiantic Line.

To TRE Enrror or THE SUN—SIr: In your Issue
of Dec. 24 1 note that a correspondent disputes the
correctness of a statement of THE SUN that the
old Collins Line steamer Adriatic was one of the
best and most comfortable steamers salling from
New York In the transatlantic trade,

Of my own knowledge | say Lhat the statement
of THE SUN was correct.

Further, when your correspondent undertakes
to criticise the model of the Adriatic by declaring

that “she was not bullt on recognized lines,” and |

drifting through a period of adjustment, {

dld not therefore compare with the Atlantic of the 1
same line, he |s as far astray from the actual fact '

as he can possibly be.

The truth Is the Adriatic was as beautlful a ship
as (0 model as ever floated on the sca. She was
built on the East River by George Steers, the famous
bullder of our cup winner yacht America, and her
lines wera as nearly perfect as It Is possible for
human skill to attaln.  1n proof of this I wiil simply
state that although she was of 6,000 tons—a very
large steamer for her day—it was found to be a
fact that the resistance of her hull when passing
through the water at high speed, that Is, what Is
termed “the slip,” which means the difference be
tween the speed that her hull travelled as com-
pared with the speed her wheel travelled when In
motlon, showed a less percentage of loss In the
bull than did that of the celebrated steamboat
Allda, of the same days, which was one of the fleet-
est boats that ever plied the Hudson.

The reason of the Adriatic's fallure was because
the Novelty Iron Works of this city, that bullt her
englne, were unable 1o make the valve-gearing to
her iImmense osclllating cylinders work perfectly.
Owing to the necessity of making continued repalrs
many parts of her engine cost more than they
would If made of solld siiver.

She ran In the line for several months, and made
the run between New York and Liverpool Inslde of
nine days, although she was sald to have lost more
than a day 's time ecach trip in detentlon because of
her faulty valve gear. If measured as the time
Is now from Quuenstown, Instead of Liverpool,
her run would have been bul little over cight
days, and this was about fifty years ago.

The glgantlc steamers of the present are simply
driven through the water by the power of thelr
Iimmense engines.

This once magnlficent steamer now lles a de-
graded, dismantled hull, on a beach on the coast
of Africa, and Is used as a storchouse.

With the loss of the Pacltic, and that, too, of the
splendid Arctie, with Mr. Collins's wife and daughter
on board, and the fallure of the Adriatie, together
with the withholding of further mall subsidy by
Congress, the Collins Line dropped out of exlstence,
and Mr. Collins dled soon after, heartbroken and
poor. JOHN F. BAXTER.

NEW YORK, Dec. 26,

A Strict Grammarian.
From the Warchington Star,
“You thluk a great deal of your husband, don't
you?!" sald the visiting relative.
“You have the wrong preposition.” answered
Mr. Meckton's wife, with the cold tones of the
superior woman, "I think for him."

Is the Clam the Best of Bivalves?
From the Providence Journal,
The oyster at Its best !s Inferlor as a toothsome
delicacy to the succulent clam.

A Pipe Reverle.
1 do not praise the dear old pipe,
It does not warm my heart;
It never yet has played to me
A true companlon's part,

1 do not love to sit with it

When fierce nor'easters crack:
It calls no pleasant memories

From Time's long travelled track,

The pipe itsell may be all right,
1'd not complain a bit,
Could 1 persuade the janitor
To send some steam through it,
MCLANDBURGE WILAON.

Al

THE ENEMY OF SY. LOUIS.

Further Sourrileus Remarks by Jehnsen
of Binghamton, Thank Heaven!

To TRE EDITOR OF THE BuN—8ir: I hope
not to be held responaible for the singular
and lamentable effect produced upon your
correspondent “H. L.” by my remarks con-
cerning 8t. Louis. I stand by the facts pre-
sented, but as for the peculiar mental dis-
turbance evoked in “H. L.,” that is a m \tter
that could not have been foreseen.

I am not surprised that some Bt. Louis
papers disagree with me. One of them seems
much inclined to “thank heaven” as fervent!y
as I did that I am not from Bt. Louls, which
circumstance, it professes to belie ve, ascounts
for my not sharing the comfortable delusions
that appear to make life a dream forsomo
citizens there,

It may be worth mentioning that the news
columns of the 8t. Louis papers themselves
furnish proof for all I said. Within a week
there have been flerce complaints of oar eer-
vice, although the transit corporations say
they are “nearly ready” for the fair. Within
lass time, a business men's association, in a
public address, scored the city House of Dele-
gates in the severest terms for not hastening
legislation that would enable the railroads
to begin to condemn property and get ready
for improvements that this associction de-
clared were “absolutely necessary for the
sucoess of the fair"—which is to oden in
April.,

And the House of Delegates, at the very
next meeting, spent most of its time in buf-
foonery over a toy electric light shirt stud
worn by one of its members, and adjourned
without advancing the bill a day.

“Talk of Lynching” was a headline in the
papers this evening, referring to angry pro-
tests against smells from the city garbage
plant, operated under a contract that Ed-
ward Butler has held for two years at more
than double the price formerly paid, a con-
tract that he was so anxious to get that he
offered Dr. Chapman $2,500 for his vote as
a member of the Board of Health that awarded
it. This offer, by the way, was the cause of
Butler's being convicted of attempted bribery
and sentenced to three years in the peni-
tentiary.

Tet me here make the record complete
by explaining that as soon as this case reached
that remarkable tribunal. the Bupreme Court
of Missouri, Butler, who had been out on bond,
was promptly freed,on two grounds: First,
that the ordinance authorizing the board
to let this particular contract wes not signed
b* the Mayor until Sept. 17, 1901, while the
offer to Dr. Chapman was made on the even-
ing of Sept. 16,

(Moral:
in early!)

The second frmmd was equally inatruo-
tive; it was held that although for twenty-
seven vears such contracts had been let by
the Board of Health, and this particular cons
tract was let to Butler and he drew from the
city over $800,000 on it, there was a flawin
the law authorizing the board so to act, and
therefore on this ground the offer of §2,500 to
corruptly influence a vote was not a crime!
One is left to wonder whether it is_the Bu-
preme Court or the Legislature of Missouri
that is crazy. If this decision is law, the law-
makers must have heen lunatics.

But the main point, if you please, this:
St. Louis as a whole is not caring a continental
cnss word about the boodling, nor about the
Supreme Court’'s amazing performances,
noranything else—unless it assails the noees
of the people,

There has been no public protest, and (n-
stead of sustnining Prosecutor Folﬁ. Harry
Hawes, the head until recently of the police
hoard,president of the Jefferson Club, has been
making nnactive canvass for Governor with no
platformeo far stated except abuse of Mr, Folk.
And Hawes has powerful influences behind
him, and is to-day the lnuding candidate for
Governor of Missouri, with Judge Grant, one
of the Suprame Court Judges that set free
Edward Butler, also an active candidate,

There is perhaps no direct connection be-
tween the work of furnishing boodlers and
of runnine a world’'s fair, but a city tn which
the keynotn seems to be “ILet us in on the
graft, eive ue a share of the b le,% and
where the rankest thievery exciter no oppo-
aition worth mentioning, is not fit for a World's
host. Instead of a host, St. Louis is a hold-upn
artist. The visitor to the fair may expect
to he taxed at every turn for inadequate
service,

The ritv is asking the Tnited States Gov-
ernment for a loan of $4.000,000 more, after
having nlready received a gift of $5,000,07 -
ten times as mnuch as was given to Buffalo,
All that T have to ray is that St. Louis fa not
to he trusted for that amount. T would not
concider the loan @nod unless secured by a
morteagn on tha City Hall, both bridges
and Forest Park. 4

The whola world's fair enterprise hears
ton manv earmarks of private graft, of ex-
plaiting for nrivate gain, a method that hy

Get your work

| the gilence that consenta (s practieally iu-

dorsed and anproved hy the prevailing mass
of public sentiment in 8¢, Lonis.
. T.. JoansoN (Still thankful).
St. Loris, Dec. 25.

STARTED WITH TWO COWS.

Modest Beginning of Mrs. Forrest, Who
Now Has 700 Acre Ranoh.
From the Indianapolis News.

ANDERSON, Ind., Dec. 23.—The pluek of an
Indiann woman in Colorado and her reward
including a return to her old home to enjov
Christmas, are demonstrated by Mrs. Mary
Forrest, sister of Judge Alfred Elllson of
Anderson. With her two sons, Mrs. Forrest
went to Colorado seventeen years ago, hoping
to establish & home where it would be poesible
for them to earn more money.

Mrs. Forrest entered land sixty miles from
Denver, and after fixing up a rather rude
dwelling she exhausted her funds by pur-
chasing two cows. [t was necessary to haul
wood many miles in winter, and water also
had to be brought for a long distance. Mrs
Forrest sold milk and butter while going after
wood and water, and by gradually netting
some monev she bought more cows, and a:
the and of three vears she had sixty head of
cattle on her farm, and some improvements
were being made about her place, which
finally became an important stock ranch.

Three years ago Mrs. Forrest sold her
Colorado property, realizing enough money
buy 700 acres of land in Oklahoma, and
divided ene-half of the large tract between
her song, who chose to stay in the West
Mrs. Forrest desired to return to Indiana,
and it is probable that she will remain here

The Tricks That Memory Plays,

To THE EDITOR OP THE SUN—SIr; In an addres.
made here last Monday night before the Washing
ton Congregational Club, ex-Judge Henry E. How
land of New Yurk, ln speaking of the sufferings of
the Pllgrim Fathers, sald:

There 1s no need to go into all the detatls of this
pleture of desolate grandeur, but we will always
hold 1t up and take off our hats before it, a8 the
Romanlsts do before the Host In thelr processtons

In an address dellvered on “Forefathers' Day.
in the year 1855, before the New England Socte!)
of New York In New York eclty, the late Oliver
Wendell Holmes, in speaking of the sufferings of
the Pligrim Fathers, sald:

We need not tell the sad, brave story over, lu
all Its desolate grandeur of ldeal and starving
misory of detall. But the pleture, sketched or
finlshed, shall always be held up; if 1t 1s only for
a moment, we will 1lft {t, as the Host is lfied In
Romanist processions, and reverently uncoves
before it.

Judge Howland's words were printed in the
Washington newspapers of Dec. 22.

Oliver Wendell Holmes's words may be found
in “New England Soclety Oratlons,” Volume I,
page 278,

1t occurred to me that so striking an {llustration
as this is of “great minds running in similar ehan
nels” would be of Interest to SUN readers.

AN AMERICAN OF THB SOUTR.

TWASHINGTON, Dec. 26.

Felling Trees Hy Electricity In France.
From the Boston Eveening Transcripf.

The report from France that a new method of
felllng trees by means of a platinum wire heated hy
electricity has been tried with success, calls to mind
a simllar announcement that came hot over the
wires from Lake Superior a few weeks ago, to the
effect that the Canadlan forests are helng eleetro
cuted as rapldly as dynainos can be Installed Ia the
woods. When It |1s a matter of bringlng down
timber the Frenchman will have to got up early to
be ahead of the Amerlcan lumberman,

From the Last Follo of Shakespeare,

Macbeth started and shuddered,

“Is this a dagger that | sce before me?™ he mut
tered,

“Yes," rejoined his spouse, “and you're see'nr
it mighty cheap. The rest of the audience had
to buy thelr tickets from the speculators.”

Unable to take this consoling view, he coattnued
his blank verse complaint,

Lear liad just been driven out in the gtorm.

“I'm sure [ couldn't help 11," explained his daugh
ter, “the weather report sald Falr."

Feeling that the blame lay with the Geveramen:,
she counted herself’vindicated.

»
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